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 For several years now, The Swedish Club has been actively 
involved in minimising and preventing the effects of fires onboard 
ships. When looking back ten years at the claims statistics, we note 
that a mere 67 claims caused by fires onboard have been reported to, 
and dealt with by the Club. This makes fires one of the smallest H&M 
claims categories 
in regard to fre-
quency.  Although 
few, these 67 fire 
claims amounted 
to 12% of the to-
tal damage cost for the period. Because of the relatively high costs and 
the often severe consequences, both financial and otherwise involved 
in these incidents, the Club has put, and continues to put emphasis 
on preventing losses within this area.

The occurrence of fires onboard seems to be consistent regardless 
of which type of vessel is operated; meaning that we see no relation-
ship between type of vessel and fire incidents. However, there is one 
area onboard the different types of ships that has to be considered 

the number-one high risk area for fires. This is, perhaps 
not so surprisingly, the engine room. Of the reported fire 
claims, we find that almost half of them originate from 
within the engine room representing a whole 67% of the 
total damage cost of fires. 

These are the facts that lay behind the Club’s aim to 
continuously keep track of the development of fire claims, and com-
municating any interesting findings to our members. Currently, the 
Club is actively involved in a very promising research programme, 
which was launched in 2004 and is managed by the Swedish National 
Testing and Research Institute (SP) in Borås, Sweden. The research 
focuses on the development of water mist fire extinguishing systems 
for engine rooms larger than 3000 cubic meters, and is a continua-
tion of a study pursued between 2001 and 2003. The results of the 
first study, which focused only on smaller engine rooms (<500m3), 
attracted a lot of attention internationally, and with the support of 
actors in the maritime business as well as from the safety equipment 
business, further research is now well underway. The overall objec-
tive is to continue to provide the maritime business with useful data 
on the ongoing work in the area. Ultimately, the research aims at 
presenting an adequately efficient alternative to the controversial 
carbon dioxide extinguishing systems, thus making fire fighting in 
engine rooms considerably safer for the onboard personnel as well as 
for the environment.

The Club will continue to follow the research closely.
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Facts about Fires (1995-2004)*

n Total number of claims 67

n Fire damage share 
 of total damage cost 12%

n Average damage cost
 of fires (USD) 1,000,000

n Median damage cost of fires (USD) 25,000

n Engine room fires share
 of total costs for fires 67%

* All figures in this article are based on a 100% share
 of the risk and are exclusive of deductibles.

prevention

Testing of fire 
extinguishing 
systems at SP
in Borås.
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Anna-Karin Lönnstad
Loss Prevention Project Co-ordinator


